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(R-SA: Referral System for Safe Abortion)
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25 MILLION UNSAFE ABORTIONS
TAKE PLACE EACH YEAR WORLDWIDE

4 This is nearly half of all
abortions worldwide

SAFE 4 1out of 3 unsafe abortions occur in the
F worst conditions (untrained persons
using dangerous methods)

MOST UNSAFE ABORTIONS OCCUR IN

THE DEVELOPING WORLD
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DISTRIBUTION OF ABORTIONS

(AREA OF CIRCLE REPRESENTS TOTAL NUMBER OF ABORTIONS) ASIA

EUROPE
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Three quarters In Africa nearly half of all abortions The largest number of
of all abortions happen in the least safe circumstances. unsafe abortions occur
s # Y World Health in Latin America The risk of dying from an unsafe in Asia, most of them in

§S2# Organization are unsafe. abortion is the highest in Africa. south and central Asia.
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LAWS IMPACT
ABORTION SAFETY

Only 1IN 4 abortions are safe in countries where
abortion is completely banned or allowed only to
save a woman’s life/physical health.

Roughly 9 IN 10 abortions are safe in countries
where laws allow abortion without restriction.

RESTRICTING ACCESS TO ABORTION DOES NOT
7)) World Health REDUCE THE NUMBER OF ABORTIONS

e g Organization
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PREVENT UNSAFE ABORTION THROUGR:

COMPREHENSIVE _ ACCESS TO _ SAFE ABORTION
Q SEXUALITY o AFFORDABLE J» CARE
e , ® CONTRACEPTION

EDUCATION

SAFE ABORTION MUST BE
PROVIDED/SUPPORTED BY

A TRAINED PERSON, USING:

rasters (R A SURGICAL PROCEDURE
— m IN A HEALTH FACILITY
: @J World Health
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Preventing unsafe
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11 « Health worker roles in providing
Seco nd ed Ition Key faCtS safe abortion care and post-
abortion contraception
« Clinical practice handbook for
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//www.who.int/en/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/preventing-unsafe-abortion
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SEPTEMBER 28: INTERNATIONAL SAFE ABORTION DAY!

SEPTEMBER

INTERNATIONAL SRFE
ABORTION DAY

DIVERSE ACTIONS
DIFFERENT PLAGES

ONE DEMAND

ACGESS TO
SAFE & LEGAL

ABORTION
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